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calmly walked across the courtyard and out of
the gates with a plank over his shoulder. This*
was on the morning of the 25th of May, 1846

The most difficult part of all had now to be
played by Dr. Gonneau in delaying discovery of
the prince's escape. A dummy was placed in the
prince's bed, over which the doctor mounted
guard, defeating every attempt of the-governor
or his officers to disturb his " patient," who was
alleged to be very ill. At last, however, the
governor's powers of endurance were exhausted
- or his suspicions aroused. The bed-clothes were
dragged back, and the dummy thus revealed.
Uproar broke out in the fortress. But by this
time Louis Napoleon was far away. Near the
castle a carriage had been waiting ready to convey
him to Cambrai, where a fresh vehicle was hired.
At Valenciennes he boarded the train, and that
night was in London. The first intimation his
English friends had of his escape was when un-
asked and unannounced, he suddenly appeared
in their midst at one of Lady Blessington's cele-
brated evening functions.

He took up his residence at io j^g Street
St. James's, the devoted Conneau rejoining bin!
there after serving the sentence of three months'
imprisonment imposed upon him for his share
in the escape. As a reward the prince purchased
a practice in London for his friend.